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            May 27, 2020 
        SPECIAL LICENSE NUMBER ME 2020-52-02 

Amended 6-11-2020 
 
 Acting under the authority vested in the Commissioner of Marine Resources (DMR) by virtue of 12 M.R.S.A. § 
6074, I hereby issue subject to renewal, a Special License to JONATHAN BORDEAU of Wood Environment and 
Infrastructure Solutions (Wood). This Special License exempts said Jonathan Bordeau and the individuals listed below 
from 12 MRSA§6505-C, pertaining to the eel harvesting license, 12 M.R.S.A. §6431(1) lobster size; 12 M.R.S.A. §6433 
related to escape vents, 12 M.R.S.A. §6501 commercial fishing license, Chapter 25.65 lobster closure in the 
Penobscot River, Chapter 40.12(B) method of take for smelt, Chapter 55.59, pertaining to area fishing closures;  
Chapter 55.06(E) related to net or trap tending. This Special License is issued subject to the following conditions: 
 
1.  Who:  Kenneth Haywood, Louise Venne, Brad Wolfe, Lauren Tierney, Thomas Gerhard, Shawna Couplin, 

Madeline Bruno, and Travis Otis 
Vessels: 
Vessel Name: First Team 
Owner: Travis Otis 
Vessel Safety Issuance: #276753 expires June 30, 2020 
 
2.     What: The purpose of the proposed Penobscot River monitoring is the further characterization of current 

conditions in the Penobscot River and Bay.  Collection of fish and lobster for tissue sampling as ordered by US 
District Court. Table 1 describes the biota monitoring, including the list of species and estimated number of 
specimens per species. 

3.   Where:   Figure 1 shows the sample locations. 
4.    When: Date of issuance-December 31, 2020.  Sampling will not occur during the Atlantic salmon spawning 
season for the Penobscot River. 
5.    How:  Collection will be performed using a variety of techniques and gear types described below: 
Lobster: Travis Otis (commercial lobsterman) will be deploying DMR provided lobster traps. The traps are 3’ single 

parlor with vents disabled. Undersized lobsters may be sampled. 
Eel and tomcod: Approximately 60 commercially purchased eel traps will be deployed to catch eel and tomcod.  The 

traps are 1-foot-square by 3-foot-long wire traps with a 2.5-inch by 2.5-inch “funnel” that runs into the trap.  
Approximately 30 traps may be deployed each sampling location with soak times of 1 to 2 days. Two hoop 
nets may also be deployed for tomcod, if the eel traps are not productive. The hoop nets are approximately 3 
feet in diameter with 0.5-inch mesh and five metal hoops spanning their 20-foot length.  The hoop nets 
would soak for 1 day (baited with dead herring, horseshoe crab (see condition below), or cat food). Non-
target species would be released. 

Smelt:  The primary sample method will involve wading into shallow water where a seine net will be deployed. The 
seine net is approximately 6 feet by 50 feet with 0.125-inch mesh. Commercial minnow traps may also be 
deployed. The traps are two-part mesh and are 9 inches by 17.5 inches long and with a narrow, conical 
opening on each end.  Up to 20 of these traps (four lines of five traps each) may be used and would be 
soaked for one day (baited with dead herring or cat food).   

 
               Specimens not required for tissue samples will be released the same day in the vicinity of capture; specimens 

used for tissue sampling will be stored on dry ice and transported to the laboratory for analysis. The 
laboratory will be responsible for final disposition of the specimens 
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6. Conditions: 

• Marine Patrol Division I office (west of Port Clyde), Tel: 633-9595; or the Division II office (east of Port Clyde), Tel: 
664-2392, shall be contacted prior to the startup of collecting activities to make arrangements as to the 
necessary frequency when to contact Marine Patrol to provide the Special License (SL) number, dates, location(s) 
of activities, name of special license holder, other persons in the field, and if transporting of specimens will occur 
who will be transporting specimens, etc. 

• Gear marking: All buoys must be marked with “DMR.”  

• Use of horseshoe crab bait: horseshoe crab, from the mid-Atlantic, can only be used to bait eel pots. The Special 
License holder must maintain paperwork that proves the horseshoe crab originated in the mid-Atlantic. The 
Special License holder is required to produce such documentation upon request.  

• encounter any listed Atlantic salmon, Atlantic sturgeon, and shortnose sturgeon, applicant will cease activities 
and contact NOAA Federal representative Jeff Murphy as soon as possible (jeff.murphy@noaa.gov). 

• A report on research results or status (electronic format) may be requested by the Department at the end of 
each year and prior to renewal.  Research personnel of the DMR shall have access to all biological data. 

• * SL’s are contingent upon all vessels holding current USCG commercial fishing safety inspections [USCG CFVS].   

• No marine organism authorized under this SL shall be used for human consumption. 

• Any infraction of these conditions or any violation of any Marine Resources laws shall be grounds for the 
immediate revocation of this Special License. 

• Additional conditions may be added at the discretion of the Commissioner. 
 

This Special License expires on December 31, 2020 and has two renewals. 
     
 
 

Deirdre Gilbert 
      For Commissioner Patrick C. Keliher 
 cc:  Marine Patrol Divisions I & II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Deirdre Gilbert
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Table I: Species, Collection Methods, Sample Months, and Quantity:  
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Figure 1 

 




